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‘A study of eschatology offérs Christians an impetus for a
closer walk with the Lord and a godly life before others. Though
believers may face difficult problems, they belong to the supreme
King of eternity. Having a relationship with Christ and the
promise of final victory over the enemies of God should motivate
Christians to make obedience and service to God their chief de-
sire. Walking in obedience to His Word today will result in re-
wards in the coming millennial rule of Jesus Christ. :

The Book of Hebrews emphasizes the importance of believers
living with a view to future service in the Lord's millennial king-

dom. The writer directed his readers to this future viewpoint.
throughout the epistle, especially in the five warning passages
(214 3:7-4:13; 6:4-12; 10:26-39; 12:25-29),

Hebrews opens with the writer's main thesis, dealing with
the superiority of Christ. Hebrews 1 describes Christ's supremacy
inrevealing God over the previous revelation of God to the patri-
archs by the prophets of the Old Testament (1:1-2a). It also de~ .
clares the supremacy of the Son in His essential being and ongoing
activities in the present (1:2b-4) as well as in the coming eschato-
logical kingdom (1:5-14). Hebrews 1:1-4, the prologue of the epis-
tle, is bound together as one unbroken grammatical construction in
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Greek,! with the central assertion (v. 2) that God has spoken ¢v
vigh ("in Son”). Being anarthrous, the word "Son” stresses the
quality of His person.® Though the prologue does not contain an
explicit warning, the foundation is laid for the first caveat in 2:1-
4 by demonstrating the unique person and character of Christ. The
prologue, through a triad of relative clauses, expands on the per-
son of the Son, '

The idea of the Son's henfsth (cAnpovduor rdvrwy, “hezr of
all things," 1:2) points to His eschatological role as King in the
millennial kingdom.® The idea of inheritance is seen in that
Christ has inherited a name—the title- "Son" (v. 4)~—which is
better than that of the angels. This title of Son {#1ds) in verse 5 is
identical with "name" (Svoua) in verse 4. At Christ's ascension
and exaltation to the right hand of the Father the title "Son” was
conferred.* Of course Christ has always beén the eternal Son of
God, possessing full deity forever. But in a special way His title
of "Son" as Davidic Heir was conferred at His exaltation. Verse 4
closes the prologue and also tes it to verses 5-14, as the word "an-
gels" used in 1:4-5, 13-14 forms an inclusio, a device used through-
out the book® Hebrews 1:5-14 contains a catena® that builds on -
Psalm 110:1, Psalm 110 is alluded to in Hebrews 1:3 and is quoted
in 1:13. Itis a key eschatologlcal psalm demonstratmg the Son's
assured victory-and rule over His enemies in the coming kingdom
age. The catena is divided into three parts: (a) Christ.as the
King-Son (L:5), (b} the prerogatives of the Son (1:6-12), and (c) the
victorious Son (1:13-14). The unifying theme of the catena based on
Psalm 110:1 is the supremacy of the Son, "
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Old Testament Quotations in Hebrews 1:5-14

In Hebrews 1:5-14 the writer quoted from six psalms and 2
Samuel 7 to show the Son's supremacy in the coming eschatologi-
cal rule. These verses lead up to and prepare the reader for the
warning in Hebrews 2:1-5. Since Churist is superior now and in the
. future to the angels and His enemies, believers should heed the

import of those truths. SR ’ :

'HEBREWS 1:52 AND PSALM 27

Psalm 2 is one of several royal enthronement psalms, which
should be understood within the context of the Davidic Covenant
in which Yahweh promised David that his line would endure
forever (2 Sam. 7:8-16; Ps. 89).7 Each Davidic descendant was per-
ceived as being adopted by the Lord according to the words of the
covenant, ‘T will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me" (2
Sam. 7:14). This adoptive son was then God's leader on earth,
marked out to mediate the Lord’s will among his subjects. .
. “Today" in Psalm 2:7 refers to the day of a king's enthrone-
ment or official inauguration as king. Anderson writes,

Today probably refers to the day of coronation or, perhaps, to its re-

enactment during the annual autumn festival, ' The idea of beget-

ting may be on the part of the non-Israelite prototype of the royal

document, but in our context it can onlsy refer to the adoption of the
~ king and the declaration of his sonship.|

Hebrews 1:4 alludes to this point of adoption by using the
perfect tense for the Son's inheritance (kexAnpordunkev) of a more
excellent name, the title "Son." The official title of "Son” was be-~
stowed after Christ's resurrection, ascension, and positioning at
the right hand of the majesty on high (1:3). This is surely the oc-

“casion to which the writer referred in 5:5-6, which, by quoting
both Psalm 2:7 and Psalm 110:4, associates the high priesthood
- with this event. It should be clarified that though Christ re-
ceived His royal dignity through the title "Son" on the day of His
enthronement, He has not yet received His millennial kingdom
over which He will rule (Heb. 2:8). The final fulfillment of the
' Davidic Covenant will be in the person of Jesus Christ as King.

w——

7 Ronald B. Allen, When Song Is New: Understanding the Kingdom in the Psalms
(Nashville:r Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1983}, p. 157,
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The King will take possession of His kingdom after the na-
tions and enemies of Messiah are “shatter{ed] like earthenware”
(Ps. 2:9). The victory, of.the King and His kingdom is assured be-
cause the Father has bestowed on Him the title “Son.” :

HEBREWS 1:50 AND 2 SAMUEL 7:14

Hebrews 1:5b quotes 2 Samuel 7114 (¢f. 1 Chron. 17:13). Both
Old Testament passages refer to the Davidic Covenant and the
heir. The continuative sense of xal wdAw ("and again®) bridges

this quotation with the one from Psalm 2:7 in Hebrews 1:5a, Christ
the Davidic King is the "Fulfiller” of the Davidic Covenant.

HEBREWS 1:6 AND PSALM 3777

Hebrews 1:6-12, the second division of the catena, contrast
the role of the Son with the role of angels in the age to come.
Verse 6 begins with an introductery formula directing the readers
to the eschatological context. Scholars differ on why mddiv
("again®) is used. Some say it simply introduces this passage as in
1:5b and 2:13. Bruce is a strong proponent of this position.” This
would mean that the verse is referring to the Incarnation.

Others such as Windisch see this as occurring at Christ's en-
thronement.!® Opposing this position are Westcott,! Dods,'? and
Hewitt,”® who suggest a third view, namely, that mdAiv modifies
the verb eloaydyy ("brings in") and is a reference to Christ's sec-
ond advent. The passage would then point to a specific eschato-
logical event. This understanding of #dAw is preferable for sev-
eral reasons. First, A follows the subordinate temporal con-

junction drar & ("and when”), thereby making mdAiv a part of the

clause and not merely an introeduction to it. Second, the use of the
subjunctive mood in the verb eloaydyn argues for a future event, -
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rather than the past act of the Incarnation. Third, olkovuévny
("world") in 1:6 is also used in 2:5, where it refers explicitly to the
future and directs the readers to an eschatological context. He-
brews 1:6, then, as Kent suggests, refers to the ministry of angels at
the second advent of Christ (cf. Matt, 16:27; 25:31; 2 Thess. 1:7).4

The source of theé Old Testament quotation in Hebrews 1:6 is
the Septuagint version of Psalm 9%7b. This psalm is an enthrone-
ment psalm,®® with an eschatological setting. Hebrews 1:6 relates
to the catastrophic events of the second advent of Christ, and
Psalm 97 displays a similar setting, '

As we often find in the briefér poems of the Psalter, Psalm 97 has

. three movements: 1) verses 1-6, 2) verses 7-9, and 3) verses 10-12.
In the first movement of the poem we find that the reign of King -

Jesus will manifest itself in an awful display of His tnajesty. “In this

description 1 am deliberately using the ward "awful” with a double

intent: 1) to the righteous, His majesty will be awe—g»rovoidmg; but 2)

to the wicked it will be repulsive and condemning,!

Psalm 97 then refers to the destruction of the kiz;g's enemies and |
the deliverance of God’s people. '

HEBREWS 1.7 AND PSALM 1044 *

Hebrews 1.7 is based on Psalm 104, which is a creation
psalm.’” Hebrews 1.7 is linked with verse & by xal (“and”) and
contrasts with verse 8, -In their role of serving the Father the an-
gels are related to elements in creation ("winds” and “fire”). The
Son is seen in verses 10-12 as Creator and as unchanging in nature.
. This contrasts with the angels, who are created beings. Angels
will serve while the Son will rule in the coming age (vv, 13-14),

HEBREWS 1:69 AND PSALM 45:67
Psalm 45 is a marriage ode written to celebrate a royal wed-

ding. Various kings have been suggested as the hero for whom the
psalm was written,'® but the writer of Hebrews applied it to

14 Homer Kent, The Epistle fo the Hebrews {Grand Rapids: Baker Book Héuse,
1972), p.42. : ' : o

15 Clays Wést,em}am, The Psalins: Structure, Content, and Message (Minneapolis:
Augsburg Publishing House, 1980), pp. 113-14.

16 Aften, When Song Is New, p. 196 (italics added).
7 Westermann, The Psalms: Structure, Content, and Message, p. 97,
18 o, Leopold, Exposition of the Psaims (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
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Chuist (cf. John's allusion to this psalm in Rev. 19:6-21, in his de-
scription of Chirist, the Davidic King, and His bride, the church).

In Hebrews 1:8-9 the author addressed the Son as God with
the vocative, é feds (“O God"), thus ascribing full deity to the
messianic King. The fact that Christ's throne will last forever -
and ever is reminiscent of the Lord's covenant with David: "Your
house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your
throne shall be established forever” (2 Sam. 7:16).. The writer of
Hebrews thus envisioned the eschatological rule of Messiah in
His kmgdom : .

The King's rule will be noted for nghteousness and justice, ac-.
cording to Hebrews 1:8-9. This parallels many passages in the.
Old Testament that predict the Messiah's nghtf.ous rule (e.g., Isa.
9.7, 11:4; 58-66).

The writer to the Hebrews extended his quoiancm of Psalm
45:7 to include the anointing of the king and rods uerdyovs gov
("Thy companions”). Bruce comments on this extending of the quo-.
tation: "In the present context, however, the term 'companion’
must have a special meaning—unless we say that our author has
simply allowed the quotation to run on without attadxmg any
particular significance to its closing words which is improba-
ble."t?

The word perdyovs ("companion”) is equivalent in Hebfrews to
the Hebrew o1 (“companion”) from the verb 1 ("to be ;'oiﬁed to or
have fellowship with”"). The Septuagmt used ;xé'ro;(og nine times
as the equivalent of 727 in referring to a "companion” or one "joined
with" another.?0 The Hebrew noun refers to an associate, one who
has a close bond with another person.

The term haber is also used to eXpress %:he vcry close relationship
that exists between peopie in various walks of life. lIsraelites were
“united as one man” (R5V) in their war against the Benjamites be-
cause of their outrageous crime {Jud 20:11). Men can be very closely
joined together as thieves (Isa 1:23), as destroyers (Prov 28 24), and
as corrupt priests likened to ambushing robbers (Hos 6 9).2

RSP ————

1969, p. 351,
19 Bruce, The Epistle to the He!news, p. 21 {italics added).

4 Edwin Hatch and Herry Redpath, A Condordance to the seytuu,gmt 2 vois
{reprint, Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1983), 2:918.

2L Theological Word&oo}c of the Old Testament, s.v. ™20, by Gerard Van’
Groningen, 1:260.” o -
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The word uéroyos was used in classical Greek to refer to a
wife, a business pariner, a member of a board of officials, and a
joint owner of a house.® Here too the concept of close association is |
in view.  In Koiné Greek usage outside the New Testament, the
word uéroxos was commonly used in the sense of a “sharer" or
“partner.” It was used of the “associate collectors of public cloth-
ing for the guards,” of payment "to Sotas and associates, collector
of money-taxes,” of "colleagues," and a “joint-owner of a holding
whose price is under discussion, " ' :

The concept of believers being pérocor with Christ is a key
‘theme throughout Hebrews. The term is used in 3:1 ("partakers of
a heavenly calling”); 3714 (“partakers of Christ"); 6:4 ("partakers
of the Holy Spirit"); and 12:8 (“discipline, of which all have be-
come partakers”). This word is almost unique to Hebrews; for it
appears only one other time in the New Testament, in Luke 57,
which refers to Peter's "partners” in fishing® ("partners” in Luke
510 translates xowwvol), , : :
© Windisch® and Moffatt? understand the companions in He- -
brews 1:9 to be angels. However, this can hardly be the case, be-
cause nowhere else are angels said to be Christ's companions. Also
that idea is inconsistent with the four other occurrences of
“companions” in Hebrews, none of which refer to angels. Rather
than the angels' being companions of Christ, they are contrasted
with the Son in lesser roles and functions. . :

The term perdyovs is best understood as referring to those who
‘will be partners of Christ the King in His earthly millennial rule.
As Bruce observes, "It is most likely that the reference is to the
'many sons' of Ch. 2:10, whom the firstborn Son is not ashamed to
call His 'brethren' (Ch. 2:11), and who are designated in Ch. 3:14

e st g o,

32- Herry George Liddell and Robert Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon (1907; repsint,
revised and augmented by Henry Stuart Jones and Robert McKenzie, Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1968), p. 1122, .
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as the Messiah's mgfszcimfwihe same’ Greek ward as is here (L: 9)
translated ‘fellows."?7

- Méroyot is used in Hebrews as a direct reference to Cimsﬁans '
(3:1, 14; 6:4; 12:8). The author's extending the Psalm 45 quotation
to include the concept of uérayo: was appareaﬁy for the purpose of
directing his readers to see their part in Messiah's joyful rule.

The anointing with the "oil of gladness” suggests festivity
and rejoicing {cf. Isa. 61:1-3). Since the reign of the Davidic King
will be characterized by righteousness and justice, the Messiah
will have joy in His rule and His “companions™ will participate
with Him.

HEBREWS 1110-12 AND PSALM 1022527

Hebrews 1:10-12 quotes from Ps salm 102, a psalm of an indi-
vidual lamenting the victory of his enemies.?® The psalinist was -
overwhelmed by his enemies {vv. 1-11}, but then he found conso-
lation in the fact that the Lord will not abandon those who love
Him but will deliver thend {vv. 12-22).

Though creation will perish like an old garment or rolled-up
mantle, the Son will remain; His years do not end (Heb. 1:10-12).
These coniparisons point to the eschaton, when the final transfor- -
mation of all ihmgs will occur (Isa. 66:22; Heb. 12:26-27; Rev. 6:14;
21:1).% The universe, seemingly so permanent and established,
will be rolled up, changed, and replaced by new heavens and a
new earth. The writer to the Hebrews quoted Psalm 102:25.27 to
show that the Son is eternal and is Lord over the created order

The phuase 7d & oov (“Thy years") in Hebrews 1:12 does not
suggest that God marks off tilne by years as mortals do. The
p}uaau suggests that God is eternal and zam’h&ngmg The Mes-
sialt’s kingdom will be unending because the Messiah is eternal,

HEBREWS 1:13-14 AND PSALM 1101

Hebrews 1:13-14 forms the third section of the catena that be-
gan in verse 3. These verses concern the ultimate victory of the Son

2 Bruce, The Epistle to the Hebrews, p. 21.
% westermann, The Psalms: Structure, Content, and Message, p. 58,

29 Leon Morzis, "Hebrews,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary(Grand Rap;ds
Zondervan Publishing ﬁwse, 19813, 1218,

30 Anton Yisgtle, Das neue ?‘zséamenf wnd die Zukunft des Kssmas {Susseidorf
Patmos-verlag, 19703, pp. 95.97.
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over His enemies. Psalm 110, alluded to in Hebrews 1.3, is quoted

in 1113, An inclusio is seen in the references to angels in verses 4-5
and 13-14 and in the use of the verb xAnpovoude (“inherit") in

- verses 4 and 14. Verses 13 and 14 are the zenith of the catena of

the Old Testament quotations in chapter 1 of this epistle.

Psalm 110 is crucial in the argument of Hebrews because of its
king-priest motif. Psalm 110 i5 quoted or alluded to 12 times in the
epistle (1.3, 13; 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:3, 11, 17, 21; 8:1; 10:13; 12:2). This
psalm forms the foundation of Hebrews 7-10, the central doctrinal
section which elaborates on the nature of the Son's high priest-
hood.

In'the time of Christ, Psalm 110 was understood ag messianic,
as seen in Mark 12:35-37. Jesus dlarified for the Pharisees that the
Son of David was also the Lord of David (i.e., the Messiah is of
Davidic descent and is the Lord). o -

~ Psalm 110:1a is cited by the writer to the Hebrews in referring
to Christ's position at the right Kand of God. As Allen writes,

The sitting of Christ at the right hand of the Father is an act of an-

ticipatipn on His part of the coming of the kingdom of God on earth,
- the subjugation of all the nations to Himself, and the beginning of
His righteous rule. Today He iy active head over one nation, the
church. Tomorrow, He will reign over all nations, the world, The sit-
ting of Christ is not passive, but active. The sitting of Christ at the
right hand of Majesty is complex, speaking of His royalty, His
priesthood, and His coming rule.?! o
The author of Hebrews then quoted Psalm 110:1b to speak of
~ the enemies of King Jesus as utterly subjugated. The foes of Mes-
siah will be completely powerless; His enemies will be like His
footstool. "Treating one's enemies as a footstool is a metaphor
drawn from the Old Testament of a conquering king placing his
- foot upon the neck of a vanquished king to emphasize his triumph.
The psalm depicts the future reign over the Messianic kingdom
and all enemies will be finally brought into submission."3?
~ The readers of Hebrews were undergoing persecution, re-
proach, and tribulations (Heb. 10:32-36), The writer reassured
them that their enemies, as enemies of Christ, will one day be
brought into complete subjugation to the King, The Messiah's fu-
fure victory will become their victory. o

o

31 Allen, ?err; Song Is New, pp. 17576,
.82 Kent, The Epistle to the Hebrews, p. 46.
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The catena closes with a statement concerning the ministry of
angms to those who will inherit salvation (1: 14). The angels
again are pictured in a lower function, that of s dervmg those who
are to “inherit salvation.” What does cwrnpfa (“salvation")
mean? The most common understanding of the term is soteriologi-
cal, meaning justification or final deliverance from hell. How-
ever, this concept of salvation is never alluded to in Hebrews 1,
Nothing in chapter 1 implies a wterﬁoiagicai meaning. ,

The Old Testament quotations in Hebrews 1 help explain the -
meaning of cwrmple in verse 14. The usual Hebrew equ:waient of
the Greek term is related to »p (“to save"). Hartley discusses the
concept of salvation conveyed by #9; in the Old Testament:

To move from distress to safety requires deliverance. Generally’ thf.
-deliverance must come from somewhere outside the party op-
pressed. In the OT the kinds of distress, both national and individ-
ual, include enemies, natural catastrophies, such as plague or
famine or sickness. . . . But generally in the OT the word has strong
religious meaning, for it was Yahweh who wrought the deliverance.®

In the Old Testament, “salvation” usually refers to the Lord’s
deliverance of His people from their enemies or trouble. Because
of the extensive use of references from the Psalms in Hebrews, the
meaning of swrnpia in verse 14 requires this Old Testament con-
cept. In the Psalms salvation most often refers to Yahweh's
delivering His own from their enemies and their enjoyment of His
blessings {e.g., Pss. 312, 8; 17013; 34:19; 37:39; 44:4-8; 69:29:33;
118:14-25; 140:6-8; 144:9-11). Therefore the meaning of salvation
in Hebrews 1:14 must be related to deliverance from the enemies of
God in His kingdom rule as defined by the six psalms quoted in
Hebrews 1:5-13. This salvation is eschatological. As "compan-
iong" (v. 9), the readers will have a rolé in this deliverance or
cwrnpla over the Lord's f«:nem;es and will partmpate in the il
lennial kingdom.

This salvation is understood as future because it is pronused to.
“those who will inherit salvation.” The verb uélw in 1:14 is also
used in 2:5, which certainly is eschatoiogxeai for it clearly refers
to the coming age in which Christ will reign®

B Theologival Wordbook of i?w Qi Testament, sv “wg,” by John E. Harﬂeﬁc
1414,

M william F, Baver, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Oi}:er
Early Christian Literature, trans, William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich
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. Zwpla is used several times in the epistle in an eschatolog-
ical sense. Hebrews 1:14 and 9:28 include explicit eschatological
uses of "salvation,” thus making it possible for 2:3 to be eschato-
logical. - Also in 2:10; 5:9; and 6:9 “salvation” could be escha-
tological, The reference to Noah's deliverance in 11,7 is an ap-
parent exception. In six of the seven uses of owmple in Hebrews,
an eschatological meaning is an acceptable exegetical option,

The Warning of Hebrews 2:1+5;
The Neglect of Salvation

Hebrews 2:1-5 is the first of five warnings in the epistle (2:1-
5; 3:7-4:13; 6:4-8; 10:26-39; 12:25-29).% These passages were ad-
dressed to the entire readership, not just part of it (13:22).

HEBREWS 211

~ The warning opens with a connective &ud rodro ("For this
~ reason”), which links what follows to the argument set forth in
~chapter 1. Since Christ is superior to the angels and they serve
Him, since He will share the joy of His rule with His companions,
and since He will make subject all His enemdes, the readers are to
"heed closely the things that have been heard” (author's trans-
lation). : : ;
The author of Hebrews included himself in the warnings,* as
Is evident in 211, 3 from the use of the pronoun “we." Nu reason ex-
ists for saying 2:1~4 was addressed to only a segment of the read-
ership. That the author understood himself as being within the
possibility of failure is a realistic view of his fallen humanity.
The language is strong: el meprocoréows mpovéyeus Hude Pwe
- must pay much closer attention”}, The readers are to give keen at-
tention rols dxovofeiow (“to the things that have been heard”).
This exhortation would draw the initial readers back to 1:1-4,
which refers to God's having spoken in the Son. The things heard
were the teachings of Christ. More specifically they were things
concerndng “the world to come” (2:5), that is, the kingdom,

(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1957), p. 502.

5 For a discussion of the eschatological perspective of each of the warnings in
Hebrews see this writer's work, “"An-Analysis and Exposition of the Eschatology of
the Warning Passages in the Book of Hebrews” (ThD diss,, Dallas Theological
Seminary, 1964),

36 Ha&ge:g "i'iebrews;," p. 738, -
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The author warned agamst the danger of drifting away
(rapapvdpev) from the fundamental hopes related to eschatoiog~
ical salvation (i.e, the Messiah's second advent and His king-
dom). The Greek verb occurs only here in the New Testament. In
classical Greek it meant “to flow beside or past, to slip off, having
disappeared from memory, or to slip into the windpipé."¥ In the
Septuagint the word is used in Proverbs 3:21 to refer to a father's
counsel that is not to slip away, and in Isaiah 44:4 it is'used of
running water In Koiné Greek outside the New Testament the
word was used of the slipping of a covering stretched along a
ship's side for protection® The author to the Hebrews was con-
cerned that his readers hot slowly slip away from the fundamen-
tal teaching concerning the Messiah's future deiwelancc and king-
dom.

HEBREWS 22 o i

In this verse the writer drew attention to the Old Testament
principle that disobedience to the Law brought discipline, “The
word spoken through angeis refers to the Lord's giving of the
Mosaic Law as recorded in Exodus 19-20 {cf. the reference to the
role of angels in Gal. 3:19).

The Law was given for the purpose of defmmg the conditions
for obedience and discipline of Israel, the Lord's covenant people.
Deuteronomy 28-30 stipulated the blessings for obedience and the
curses for disobedience. The prmc*;ple of cursing for disobedience is
what the writer to the Hebrews had in view when he wrote in 2:2
of "ransgression” (rapdBais), "disobedience” (rrapafroz}),, and "just
mwmpense {€vbLicov probamodooi av). .

The Mosaic Law was never given as a means of ;ustafacatmn
before God. Justification in each dispensation is always by grace
through an individual's faith in God. The "just recompense” deals
not with the issue of soteriological retribution but of blessing and
discipline under the Mosaic system, When a person broke the
Law, the retribution he received was not loss of salvation, Instead
he lost temporal blessings and was disciplined. Later in Hebrews
12:3-11 discipline is discussed at some length by the writer,

37 Liddell and Scott, 4 Greekv«ﬁéglish Lexicon, pp. 1322-23.
38 Hatch and Redpath, A Concordance to the Septungint, 2:1063.
3 Moulton and Milligan, The Vocabulary of the Greek Testament, p. 489,
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While showing the inviolability of the Mosaic Law, Hebrews 2:2
is not addressing the subjects of soteriology and eternal life,

HEBREWS 23

In this verse the warning passage comes to its climax. The
readers are warned they will not escape if they "neglect so great a
salvation.” What they will not escape from is not clearly speci-
fied. However, it seems evident that it must be related to the
"just recompense” mentioned in verse 2. This "recompense” means
. being disciplined {12:3-11) for disobedience. The readers, by their
neglect of this salvation, may place themselves in a position re-
quiring discipline from the Lord, not as the covenant people Israel,
but as individual believers before God. This principle of believ-
ers’ being disciplined for disobedience to the Lord is also men-
tioned in 1 Corinthians 11:27-3¢ and 1 John 5:16. ST
- A crucial point in this section hinges on the word "salvation”
“in Hebrews 2:3. Spicq argues that this salvation is the gospel,
God's plan of redemption from sin through Christ.% However, this
“can hardly be the case because the same Greek word is used in 1:14,
where, as discussed, it clearly refers to eschatological deliverance
and participation in the millennial kingdom. Because the connec-
tive 6id Tobro (“For this reason,” 2:1) links the argument of chap-
ter 1 with the warning in 2:1-5, vwrgpia must have the same
‘meaning. Hodges writes of this use of the term "salvation” in He-
- brews 2:3: "The ‘salvation,’ of course, is the same as that just men-
tioned in 1:14 and alludes to the readers’ potential share in the
Son’s triumphant dominion, in which He has 'companions' (1:9)."9
Hebrews 2:5 clarifies that this salvation is eschatological since it
is a part of the topic pertaining to “the world to come, concerning

which we are speaking.”

This eschatological message of the coming age is said to have
been “confirmed to us by those who heard” (2:3). This statement
indicates that neither the writer nor the readers had received
this truth directly from Christ but from those who had been in-

* structed by Him % The writer again included himself as a part of
the readership in the phrase ¢is fuds ("to us"),

%0 ¢ Spicq, Liepitre aua hebrewx, 2 vols. (Paris: Libeairie Lecofire, 1952), 2:25,
4 Hodges, "Hebrews,"” pp. 783-84.

42 Philip Bdgeumbe Hughes, A Consmentary on the Epistle fo the Hebrews (Grand
Rapids: W, B. Berdmans Publishing Co., 1977), pp. 62-63. -
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HEBREWS 2:4

This message was confirmed by God to the readers through
those who delivered it "by signs and wonders and by various
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit.” Signs {onuetots), won-
ders {répaoty), and various miracles (moucldais Suvdueoty) au-
thenticated the message of the apostles (Acts 14:3; 2 Cor. 12:12).

The word peptopols ("gifts™) is literally “distributions” or
"apportionments." Hughes says these apportionments are "the
experience of the power of the Holy Spirit through the imparta-
tion of His gifts."® The fact that the readers had received spiri-
tual gifts indicated they were true believers (cf. 1 Cor. 1217, 11~
;13}' B £ B .

HEBREWS 2.8 X o

With the word ydp (for") the writer proceeded to clinch the
exhortation in verses 1-4. “As the new revelation is not mediated
through angels so they (believers) also are not to glorify the an-
gels,"# The author clarified that angels are not the ones who will
rule the world to come; only the Son and His companions will
reign.

The phrase 77}y olkovid vy v uéArovoar ("the world to
come) is eschatological, referring to the millennial kingdom. As
already stated, Hebrews 2:5 indicates that the topic under dis-
cussion is eschatological. Verse 8 clarifies that the present age is
not the kingdom age, for "all things” have not yet been placed in
subjection to the Son. It is therefore impossible to understand the
kingdom as being realized now. According to the Book of Hebrews
the rule and reign of Christ with His “companions” is an eschato-
logical event. Believers look with eager anticipation to that day.

Conclusion

The writer of Hebrews uses seven eschatological passages in
Hebrews 1:5-14 to demonstrate Jesus’ right to rule in the coming
millennial kingdom. Because of this extensive quoting from six
psalms and 2 Samuel 7, the term owrnpia (“salvation"} in He-
brews 1:14 is best understood in the Old Testament sense as deliv-

43 oid,, p. 8L
4% windisch, Der Hebrderbrief, p, 19.
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erance from the enemies of Yahweh and participation in His king-
dom. - '

The readers of the epistle are viewed as u€royol, “compan-
ions" of the coming King (1:9). This relationship assures them of

-an ultimate victory in the final "salvation" provided by the King
(1:13-14). His victory will be in part their victory.

The warning of Hebrews 2:1-5 is linked by 8ta roiro ("for this
reason”) with the entire argument of Hebrews 1. Because of the
Son's superiority to angels (1:1-5), the angels’ worship of and ser-
vice to Him at His coming (1:6-7), His future rule and sharing of
joy with His companions (1:8-9), and the future subjugation of His
‘enemies (1:10-14), the readers would do well to heed these escha-
tological teachings. Neglect of this eschatological salvation (cf,
1:14; 2:3, 5) may result in individual temporal discipline similar
to that experienced under the Old Covenant (2:2). The “salvation”
of 2:3 is the same as that in 1:14. Hebrews 2:5 clarifies that the
owrnpla under discussion is eschatological. - : : .




